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June 1, 2016

Community Advocacy Network Alert

Alan B. Garfinkel, Esq.
Katzman Garfinkel, Founding
Partner and CAN Chairman

Ready, Set, Go! Today, Wednesday, June 1st, marks the
1st day of the Atlantic hurricane season. The NOAA
(National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration - a
federal agency responsible for monitoring climate and
the environment) believes this Atlantic hurricane season
will have more activity than the past few years and may
bring 1 to 4 major hurricanes. The hurricane season,
starts today and ends November 30th 2016. This year
we're projected to have a "near normal" year, which may
not sound like a big deal, but we've had unusually low
activity the past few seasons. Our recent perception of a
"normal" hurricane season is skewed.
So what does a "near normal" Atlantic hurricane season
look like? The NOAA, this year predicts a whopping
70% likelihood of 10 to 16 named storms, with many
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becoming major hurricanes with winds of 111 mph or
higher.
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Use the
"Forward email" link on
the left-hand side below,
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Alert with all your friends
and neighbors!

Now mentally you may be brushing this information off,
saying to yourself "eh, I'll believe it when I see it," and
that's understandable, given the fact that the last
hurricane to make landfall in Florida was Hurricane
Wilma on October 24, 2005, 11 years ago. But it's
always important to be prepared from both a safety,
economical, and fiduciary duty standpoint. Here are
four things you can do now to get your community
association prepared:
(1) Review Your Documents and Take Lots and Lots
of Pre-storm Pictures: Make sure all of your insurance
policies are up to date and reflect the proper amount of
coverage. For example, if you have repaired or made
improvements, you may want to increase your policy
limits. You also want to make sure you have the right
type of coverage so that you will be compensated for the
full cost of replacing your association's property and not
the depreciated value. Make sure each member of the
board and manager has copies of all of the insurance
polices. You may also want to take date-stamped photos
of everything in the lobbies and common areas and store
on a memory device in a safe place. Contact your
manager or attorney for guidance.
(2) Make Your Grounds Safe: Look around your
community property and see what could be a potential
hazard in the event of a storm. Schedule a tree trimmer
(licensed and bonded!) to discard any dead branches.
Set up a roof inspection to ensure tiles are secure,
caulking is updated, and other roof elements are
maintained.
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(3) Make a Plan: Have a plan for your community in
the event of a storm which may include moving
elevators to a higher floor so they don't flood, informing
residents that the building will close several days before
the storm via email or social media, and distributing an
evacuation plan.
(4) Get Supplies: Provide residents with a list of things
they should have in their possession should a storm
make landfall. We all know the essentials such as
flashlights, batteries, food, and water - but what many
residents may not be thinking about is securing their
Social Security Card, passport, credit cards, proof of
residency, insurance policies, prescriptions, and photos
of their unit.
Please do not underestimate the seriousness of Florida
hurricane season. It's important to be prepared, have a
plan, and try and ensure each resident is doing the
same. For more information on how you can be
prepared, visit https://www.ready.gov/hurricanes
As always, wishing you and your loved ones a safe and
happy week.
Yours in Community,
Alan Garfinkel, Esq.
Katzman Garfinkel, Founding Partner
Community Advocacy Network (CAN), Chairman
About the Community Advocacy Network:
The Community Advocacy Network (CAN) is Florida's
leading voice for the interests of 60,000 community
associations. CAN helps to lead the fight against overregulation of private residential communities by state and
local governments. Each year since its inception in 2007,
CAN spearheads important State legislative reforms designed
to protect and enhance Florida Community association living.
CAN continues to foster financial stability and operational
integrity to all common-interest ownership communities
statewide. CAN was established by the Community
Association Law Firm Katzman Garfinkel. For
additional information please contact info@CANFL.COM.
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About Katzman Garfinkel:
Katzman Garfinkel is a statewide Florida Law Firm devoted
to all aspects of community association representation.
Named "Top Choice" Community Association Law Firm by
the readers of the Florida Community Association Journal,
Katzman Garfinkel has offices strategically located
throughout the State of Florida to serve your community's
individual needs and goals. Our Firm offers residents living
in every type of community association comprehensive
services, including general corporate representation,
litigation, covenant enforcement and delinquent account
collection. In addition, we offer property insurance claim
recovery and construction defect representation on a full
contingency basis. Katzman Garfinkel is the 1st and only
Law Firm in Florida to offer community associations the
option to pursue their delinquent account collections without
any costs or fees charged to the association. For more
information,
please
visit: http://www.LikeYourLawyer.com or contact us today
toll free @ 800-393-1529.

Offices
Maitland/Orlando | Margate/Ft. Lauderdale | *Tampa | *Cocoa
Beach | *St. Augustine
*By Appointment Only

Community Advocacy Network,
300 N Maitland Avenue, Maitland, FL 32751

